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Introduction

Thorpe Acre Infant school recognises the vital role which well organised homework tasks play in raising standards of achievement by children of all ages. 

“Homework” refers to any work or activities which children are asked to do outside lesson time on their own or with parents/carers.  Research evidence suggests that homework makes the greatest contribution to learning when:

· children and parents/carers are very clear about what they need to do.
· parents/carers are treated as partners in their children's learning.
· there is a regular programme so that teaching staff, children and parents/carers all know what to expect each week.
· tasks are carefully planned and structured to support progression in learning.
· children receive prompt, clear feedback on their work.
· there is a team approach to ensure consistent practice within each year group.
· the Homework Policy is regularly monitored and evaluated to check that it supports children's learning in the best possible way.
Aims

i. to actively involve parents/carers in their children's learning.

ii. to recognise and acknowledge that homework is an important part of home school agreements between parents/carers and the school.
iii. to ensure homework arrangements are manageable for everyone as well as educationally beneficial.
iv. to consolidate and reinforce skills and understanding, particularly in literacy and numeracy.
v. to exploit resources for learning of all kinds at home; 

Type and Amount of Homework

Homework in the Early Years Foundation Stage and at Key Stage 1 should focus predominantly on literacy and numeracy or ‘topic’ based activities.  It should be interesting, enjoyable and fun to do.  This might include:

i. regular reading to and with parents/carers.  This should happen a minimum of 4 times a week for between 10 and 20 minutes.

ii. short activities of different kinds – simple games, learning number facts etc in addition to reading activities and reading books together.

iii. ‘open ended’ tasks which encourage children to demonstrate their learning and understanding in their own way eg. writing, drawing, taking photographs, collecting evidence, and recording this in their own ‘learning log’ (KS 1) or ‘home links’ book (EYFS)
The precise amount of time spent on homework is much less important than the quality of tasks set and the way they are planned to support learning.  The most important task for younger children is to talk about what they are learning to an interested adult and to practise key skills in a supportive environment.

Homework for children with Special Educational Needs and for More Able children
Setting appropriate homework which does not demand too much or too little of children and their parents, needs close co-operation between class teachers, the coordinator for special needs and for gifted/talented children, and their parents/carers.  Tasks should:

· have a very clear focus and time-guideline

· give plenty of opportunities for children to succeed

· help develop social as well as other skills where necessary

· be manageable for teachers

Planning and coordinating homework

The demands of homework must be manageable for teaching staff, children and parents/carers.   A familiar routine is helpful for all concerned.  It will be the responsibility of the classteachers to determine this routine in terms of the day that homework tasks are set and the day that completed tasks should be returned to school. This information must be shared with parents/carers.  
The role of parents and carers in supporting pupils

Parents and carers should, in the Government's view be encouraged to :

· Become actively involved in joint homework activities with their children.

· Provide a reasonably peaceful, suitable place in which their child can do their home activities with an adult.

· Provide just enough help to ensure success but allow children to do activities on their own to encourage independence and initiative.

· Make it clear to their child that they value homework and support the school in explaining how it can help their learning.

· Encourage their children and praise them when they have completed homework.

Arrangements for feedback between teaching staff and parent/carers

The school encourages a regular two-way dialogue with parents through children’s  reading records and learning logs, in which both teachers and parents/carers  may record comments.  Reading, phonics and other curriculum workshops may be held after school to introduce parents to the methods used by the school so that they can support reading and other learning at home.

Communication from school to parents is also maintained by :

· Regular newsletters.
· Informal daily contacts between teachers and parents/carers as pupils arrive and are collected.

· Formal timetabled interviews between parents/carers and teaching staff.

Monitoring and Evaluation

Staff meetings will regularly review homework tasks and discuss with staff how far school policies are being successfully implemented.  The policy will be reviewed as part of the school's three yearly policy review cycle.  The key criterion will be the extent to which the policy is contributing to the progress children make at school, their attitude to learning and the impact of parental support on outcomes achieved.
Date policy approved by Governors ____________________________

Date for policy review _______________________________
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